Book Review
This is the second of the AFIP atlases on nontumor pathology. Like the other volumes of this series in production, it is meant to be a companion to the well-established and widely used AFIP atlases of tumor pathology. The book, printed on high-quality paper and illustrated with high-quality illustrations, is a product of a multidisciplinary approach to lung diseases. Thus, from one page to the next the pathologic changes are correlated with the clinical and radiologic data. The interpretation of anatomic findings is almost always in a clinical context and linked to prognosis and treatment. More space is devoted to the examination of biopsy specimens than those obtained at autopsy. There are, however, also many pictures of gross specimens obtained by surgery or postmortem examination to depict the main features of lung pathology.
The book is divided in 18 chapters covering all the important pulmonary diseases from infancy to old age. After a short overview of embryology and anatomy and a chapter on handling and analysis of bronchioloalveolar lavage and biopsy specimens, the authors systematically present the pathology of alveolar, bronchial, bronchiolar, vascular, and pleural diseases.
Special chapters are devoted to obstructive lung diseases, congenital disorders, infections, and occupational lung diseases. Prominently featured are diseases found in immunocompromised persons. Some 20 pages are devoted to transplantation pathology.
The best aspect of this book is its scope, which is trully encyclopedic. Other praiseworthy features include the multidisciplinary approach and the systematic description of the pathologic material. The authors have a talent for presenting complex issues in simple terms, and only occasionally do some issues remain inadequately explained. For example, on page 849 I could not figure out what myxotoxicosis is. The text is well edited, except for a few minor slips such as the misspelling of the Latin name of Fabry's disease (p. 892)-I do not think that it is Angiokeratoma Corporus Diffusinum Universali. The illustrations, most of which are from the authors' files, complement the text. The references are well chosen and useful.
I would like to highly recommend this book primarily to pathologists and radiologists. It deserves to be read also by internists and infectious disease specialists dealing with lung diseases and by thoracic surgeons.
